—- Tourism Management Studies———-—-—-——-——
Winter 2024, 18(64), 217-259

tms.atu.ac.ir

DOI: 10.22054/tms.2023.76759.2892

Providing a Paradigm Model of Creative Rural
Tourism Development (Case of Study: Target
Villages for Tourism in Kermanshah province)

Assistant Professor, Department of Public
Ayoub Pazhouhan* Administration, Payame Noor University,
Tehran, Iran.

PhD student in Entrepreneurship
Management, Faculty of Economics and
Entrepreneurship, Razi University,
Kermanshah, Iran.

Shahin Behvar

.. . Master of Business Administration, Payame
Hojjatollah Maleki Noor University, Tehran, Iran.

Abstract

The current research was conducted to design and explain the
development model of creative rural tourism in the target villages of
Kermanshah province. The research is of a qualitative type and based
on database theorizing. The studied community comprised villagers
of tourism target villages, managers of ecotourism houses, village
councils, local experts, university professors in the field of tourism,
and key informants. Sampling has been done using targeted and
snowball methods. Based on this, 23 interviews were conducted with
the research participants, and theoretical saturation was achieved in
19 interviews. Data were collected using in-depth semi-structured
interviews and analyzed using Strauss and Corbin's strategy. In order
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to measure the validity and respect the qualitative features of the
research, accreditation, and data during the interviews, Lincoln and
Goba's four criteria (credibility, transferability, reliability, and
verifiability) were used. The reliability of the research was calculated
using Holstein's reliability formula (82%). The results of the inductive
content analysis identified 120 primary codes, 32 central codes, and
six factors during three open, central, and selective coding procedures.
Finally, the model of creative rural tourism was designed and
presented, in which "creative rural tourism™ was selected as the central
phenomenon affected by the causal factors of the research. Contextual
and intervening factors, together with the central phenomenon, shaped
creative rural tourism development strategies and consequences such
as increasing private sector investments, driving income from cities to
villages, preventing migration to cities, increasing employment rates,
returning to villages and cultural development, and a sense of
cooperation were identified in the area.

Keywords: Creative Tourism, Tourism Development, Development
Model, Tourism Target Village, Kermanshah.

Introduction

Raymond and Richards presented the first definition of creative
tourism in 2000. They described it as follows: "A type of tourism that
gives visitors the opportunity to develop their creative potential
through active participation in the learning and experiences they gain
from the characteristics of the destination." The United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) defined
the concept of creative tourism as follows: Creative tourism is travel
that leads to an engaging and authentic experience, with participatory
learning in the art, heritage, or special features of a place. It is directed
and provides a proper connection with those who live in this place and
create this living culture. In Kermanshah province, 14 villages are the
target of tourism; for example, we can mention the villages of
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Kandoleh, Piran, Shalan, Shamshir, Hajij, Khanegah, and Najobran.
Considering the many benefits that the booming tourism industry can
bring to the province and the target villages of tourism, it is necessary
to pay more attention to the tourism industry in this province, as it can
be said that this industry can, in addition to turning the province into
the tourism pole can provide one of the axes of all-round development
of the province. Therefore, the current research is looking for a way
to promote tourism in rural areas to achieve sustainable development
by spending less money and using local facilities, and to achieve this
goal, creative tourism in rural areas has been investigated. According
to the above information and the tourism potential of Kermanshah
province, especially the target villages for tourism in this region, they
can create conditions that attract domestic and foreign travelers and
tourists and provide employment. It will raise the area and ultimately
boost the business. Finally, this research seeks to answer the question,
what is the pattern of creative tourism in the target villages of
Kermanshah province, and what dimensions and components does it
consist of?

Materials and Methods

The current research is qualitative in terms of paradigm,
developmental-applicative in terms of purpose, and exploratory and
ground-theoretical in terms of method. The community of the research
studied was comprised of experts in creative tourism. Based on this,
23 semi-structured and in-depth interviews were conducted with key
informants using purposeful sampling. The data were analyzed using
Strauss and Corbin’s systematic approach. In order to analyze the data,
three types of coding are used, which include open coding (creating
concepts and categories), axial coding (identifying the core category,
causal conditions, contextual and environmental conditions,
intervening conditions, strategies, and consequences) and selective
coding (creation of theory). In order to measure the validity and
comply with the qualitative features of the research, validation,
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accuracy, and robustness of the data, the four criteria of Lincoln and
Goba, such as reliability, transferability and appropriateness,
reliability and stability, and verifiability, were used. The reliability of
the research was also calculated using Holsti’s coefficient of
reliability formula, and 82% was obtained, indicating adequate
reliability.

Results

The results of coding are summarized in Table 1.

Table 1. Components of Creative Rural Tourism Development Paradigm Model
Categorical

Main Categories Subcategories
cluster
A central Develc_)pment of Natural capacities
creative rural . .
phenomenon . Attracting tourists
tourism
Communication Creating communication circles
Causal between
conditions policymakers and  Formation of specialized associations
practitioners
Participation of activists and
stakeholders
Cultural differences
Little awareness of the hosts about
Background Cultural and social the needs and wants of tourists
conditions barriers Tourists' lack of awareness of the
hosts' culture
Cultural barriers
Limited facilities
. Not using the Non-use of technology
Intervening . S
conditions Internet and virtual = Absence of presence in virtual space
space Competing companies

Lack of suitable conditions



221 | Pazhouhan, et al. | Providing a Paradigm Model of Creative Rural ....

Table 1.
Categorical . . :
Main Categories Subcategories
cluster
Scientific development of tourism
Advertising
Attention to the interests of tourists
Attention to the relative advantages
Development of the region
strategies Development of rural tourism
infrastructure
Cultivation
Education
Exhibiting
Increase in private sector investments
Moving income from urban to rural
areas
Economic, social Prevent migration to cities.
Consequences and cultural Increase the employment rate.
development Return to the village (reverse
migration)
Cultural development and a sense of
cooperation in the region

Strategies

Research findings.
Conclusions

Based on the research findings, government planners and private
companies should consider creative rural tourism due to its role and
importance in increasing employment and sustainable rural
development. Therefore, in the tourism target villages of Kermanshah
province, by creating suitable infrastructures and providing welfare
and recreational services for travelers, conditions can be created that
attract domestic and foreign travelers and tourists, increase
employment in these areas, and ultimately lead to prosperity. Small
and medium businesses in the mentioned areas. In this regard, using
the basic theory, the current research investigated the influential
factors on the development of creative rural tourism.
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Summarizing the findings of the qualitative part of the research
confirms the fact that by creating communication links between
policymakers and the local people of the region, changing the
structure of tourism in the region, providing a suitable platform, and
identifying tourism capacities in the region and its development in
different dimensions (employment, quality of life, preservation of
cultural and historical heritage, increase in health level), the ground
for creating creative rural tourism in Kermanshah province is
provided. However, among these limiting factors are laws and
regulations, educational barriers, lack of specialized human resources,
organizational and structural barriers, and more Internet and virtual
space to advertise and introduce the region to tourists. Strategies and
measures that can work in this field include the scientific development
of tourism and the use of scientific technology and tools, advertising
and introducing the tourist area, creating motivation and paying
attention to the interests of tourists, paying attention to the relative
advantages of the region, developing rural tourism infrastructure,
creating culture, training and holding exhibitions to introduce
products. Moreover, the local production of the tourism area, if these
measures are realized, the private sector investments will happen in
these areas, the result of which is an increase in the employment rate
and driving the income to the villages, and a decrease in the migration
rate from the village to the city, and an increase Migration is
counterproductive and creates cultural development and a sense of
cooperation in the region.
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