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Extended Abstract

1. Introduction

Dark tourism, an emerging phenomenon within global tourism,
involves visits to sites associated with death, disaster, suffering, and
historical tragedies. Since gaining scholarly attention in the 1990s, it
has evolved into a multidimensional field encompassing economic,
social, cultural, psychological, and environmental dimensions.
Destinations range from Nazi concentration_camps and historical
prisons to natural disaster zones and sites of tergorist attacks like the
World Trade Center. Despite expanding literature, Chitical gaps persist:
overemphasis on singular events,  scarcity of s-destination
comparative  studies, insufficient
consideration, and limited exploration
transformative role. This study emplo

derstand conceptual

evolution and inform sustainagle, ethi anagement of sensitive

heritage sites.

2. Literature Rew

Dark touris
"thanatourism,"
tourism." Rojek (19

nologically, dark tourism has been framed as
th tourism,” "tragic tourism,” and "morbid
introduced "dark spots,” while Foley and
Lennon (1996) coined®dark tourism™ in analyzing media coverage of
JFK's assassinati Stone (2013) conceptualized it as the
commodification of death for tourist consumption, classifying sites
along a spectrum from educational memorials to entertainment-focused
attractions. Contemporary scholarship recognizes motivations beyond
morbid curiosity—education, mourning, historical remembrance,
identity reinforcement, and emotional engagement. Recent studies have
examined psychological (lliev, 2020), geographical (Sharma & Martini,
2024), and ethical dimensions, yet an integrated interdisciplinary
framework remains absent. Ethical debates center on whether visiting
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death sites is disrespectful, how to balance commemoration with
commercialization, and how to reconcile tourism revenue with local
communities' rights. Research remains fragmented across geography,
sociology, psychology, and tourism management without cohesive
theoretical integration.

3. Methodology

Methodologically, this research adopts a quantitative scientometric
design. The dataset comprises 1,293 English-language sources—
articles, books, and book chapters—retrieved ¥gom Scopus (1988-
2025). Search strings combined "dark tourism™ OR natourism" with
related terms like "cultural heritage,
memory" using Boolean operators. Filt
and linguistic consistency. VOSviewer 1.6!

eptual evolution, and
identification of research'@aps sity clusters and weakly
connected high-frengcy ter lidity was reinforced through Web
of Science crosSakefgrencing andwamyal review of 10% of sources.

)\

4. Reseakch Findings ™
Results revealed "dark tourism™ (534 occurrences), "cultural
heritage" (312), and "death™" (287) as the most frequent and strongly
connected keywords. Eight thematic clusters emerged, with highest
density in four core areas: (1) historical and disaster tourism centered
on collective memory, genocide, and memorials; (2) psychological and
social dimensions emphasizing emotional motivations, fear, and
curiosity; (3) environmental interactions at disaster-affected sites; and
(4) digital technology's role in virtual experiences and social media
engagement. Temporal analysis showed conceptual shifts post-2020,
with rising prominence of sustainability, collective memory, and well-
being—indicating a pivot toward humanistic and ethical concerns. Five
critical gaps were identified: lack of comparative destination studies;
insufficient ethical consideration of community rights; methodological
dominance of quantitative over qualitative approaches; neglect of
environmental impacts in vulnerable locations; and underexplored
potential of digital technologies and the metaverse. Emerging themes
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include dark tourism in the digital age, climate change effects on
disaster sites, visitor mental health implications, human rights in
memorial reconstruction, and urbanization pressures on urban dark
tourism locations.

5. Discussion and Conclusion

Findings indicate that dark tourism is no longer perceived merely as
a recreational or educational phenomenon but rather as a
multidimensional construct characterized by_ethical, cultural, and
environmental complexities. The excessive focus,of existing research
on specific events (such as the Holocaust or the uan earthquake)
has hindered the development qf comprehen theoretical
frameworks, leaving the research lit
centered. Furthermore, the neglect of ethicalNi i Iso noted
by Sharma and Martini (2024)—has lopment of
sustainable management frameworks for thi
emergence of concepts such as "well-being" an ental health™ after
2020 signals an evolution ourism's impacts on
visitors; these development e expansion of digital

technologies and hej nmental” awareness, underscoring
the need for intekdi in ackes more than ever. Additionally,
the declining emghasis o urism™ in recent years and its
replacement by sustainakili cepts reflect shifts in research

priorities
management.
As a compl
requires more C
management. By m
structures in this field,

idimensional phenomenon, dark tourism
ensive approaches for its understanding and
ing the scientometric landscape of knowledge
is research has identified key research gaps and
proposed emerging fthemes for future investigations. Findings
emphasize that dar ism development must occur within an ethical
and sustainable framework that respects historical memory and local
communities while attending to environmental dimensions and visitor
well-being. Key recommendations include: (1) conducting comparative
studies across different destinations to extract generalizable patterns;
(2) integrating qualitative and quantitative methods for deeper
understanding of tourists' and host communities’ experiences; (3)
developing international ethical frameworks for managing dark
destinations; (4) exploring applications of digital technologies as
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solutions to reduce negative impacts of physical tourism and expand
educational access; (5) addressing climate change effects on disaster-
related destinations. By offering a systematic, evidence-based
perspective, this research provides novel foundations for knowledge
development and evidence-based policymaking in this domain,
potentially serving as a roadmap for researchers and policymakers in
the responsible management of sensitive historical and disaster-related
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