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Abstract
This study was conducted wit

e aim of designing
the marine-oriented economy wit i '@
research is applied—devel«m‘al iMature and

mixed-methods approac

e study: Kish Island). The
esigned using an exploratory

The participants chnd of of‘experts: theoretical experts (6 faculty
members and researcmis in i arine-oriented economy, development

d through semi-structured interviews comprising six
possibility of asking follow-up questions. The interview
sing Strauss and Corbin’s grounded theory method with
software. Subsequently, the fuzzy Delphi method and
loyed to screen and refine the research indicators.

Qualitative data
main questions, with
transcripts were analyze
the assistance of MAXQ
MATLAB software were

The findings, structured into 11 main categories and 62 subcategories, indicated that
causal conditions (drivers of marine competitiveness and locational advantage,
investment capacities and the tourism service economy, governance requirements for
marine economic development, and sustainability pressures and ecological risks)
influence the central phenomenon (marine-oriented economic development strategy).
The central phenomenon, together with contextual conditions (institutional-legal
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framework and island structure, and the socio-cultural context and tourism human
capital) and intervening conditions (environmental-structural constraints and
uncertainties), affects the strategies and actions (marine tourism destination
development strategy). Ultimately, these strategies and actions lead to outcomes
(value-creation and economic dynamism outcomes, socio-governance transformation
of the destination, and ecological and environmental sustainability outcomes).

Keywords: marine-based economic development strategy; tourism approach; Kish
Island.

1. Introduction

The development of the marine-based e e emerging
paradigms of development policymaking, is gr umption that
marine areas and coastlines are not merely ical domains,
but rather strategic hubs for value creation, € nt of territorial
productivity, and the reco i vantages at national
and regional levels (Yandri efal. : i is approach, the sea is

defined as a “space of pr e” in which a network of
economic activities—i ime logistics and transportation, port

services, related igelustries, fi i0e energies, ecosystem services, and
coastal and marinegt@urism— ized within integrated value chains
(Ghanbari eoretical perspective, a marine-based
economy le n forward and backward linkages among
sectors are stre of capital and technology are aligned, and
institutional a echanisms are capable of managing tensions

between economi and environmental sustainability (Tarango et al.,
2025: 23). Accordingly, the core issue in marine-based development is not
merely the “expansion\of activities,” but rather the “design of a strategic
architecture” that enable§synergy among natural, infrastructural, human, and
institutional capaciti architecture that can stabilize value creation over
time and remain resilient to market shocks, climate change, and geopolitical
fluctuations (Afsharian, 2025: 26). Therefore, the present study addresses the
following main question: What is the model for the development of the

marine-based economy with a tourism approach on Kish Island?

2. Literature Review
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Marine-Based Economic Development

Marine-based economic development is explained on the basis of the theories
of comparative advantage and competitive advantage and emphasizes the
systematic utilization of coastal location, marine resources, and logistical
capabilities for the creation of added value. Within the framework of regional
economics and territorial development, this approach conceptualizes the sea
as the core of restructuring production systems and as a connector of
commercial and service networks (Triyoni & Pospita, 2025: 144).

Tourism Industry

The theoretical foundations of the tourism industry are“woted in demand

and the quality of experience shape travel decSi
patterns. Within the service marketing
simultaneity of production and consumption,
on human interaction transform tourism into an

quality-driven industry (Schuster et al., 2 0
A\
A\

3. Methodology. A
Y ;
The present studyWis applie

nce-oriented and

mental in nature and adopts an
. It is conducted with the aim of
model for the development of the marine-
approach (case study: Kish Island). In this
research, a compi rounded theory and the fuzzy Delphi method was
selected as a syste hway for generating a localized and reliable model,
and 12 experts participated in the study .

based economy

4, Results

At the selective coding stage, theoretical integration and the formulation of
the final architecture of the model were carried out. Accordingly, the
constructs extracted during the axial coding stage were coherently organized
within the paradigmatic model framework in the form of causal conditions,
contextual conditions, intervening conditions, the core phenomenon,
strategies and actions, and outcomes. Based on the results of the qualitative
phase of the study, 12 main categories and 62 subcategories were identified.
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In the complementary step, and with the aim of screening, refining, and
stabilizing the final research indicators, the fuzzy Delphi method was
employed. Examination of the results reported in the table showed that the
difference in mean scores between the first and second rounds for all
indicators was less than 0.2; this pattern indicates significant convergence and
stabilization of expert evaluations and, according to the Delphi stopping
criterion, demonstrates that the process reached an adequate level of
consensus and that all research indicators were confirmed.

5. Discussion

factor but emerges from the interaction of fo
tourism investment, governance quality,
natural advantages only become a real "strateg
the ability to attract investment and build tourism exp
remain just unused potential

are paired with
iences; otherwise, they

the plan from the vergbeginnigg. Bevelopment must respect the island's
ecological Iimits,\@g hegoal hecked growth to a more regulated
and mindful appro&a@h. For this to work in practice, it also needs a
supportivéy environment, effective institutions and cultural
understandin

Crucially, sustainabilil@r‘n afterthought it’s a fundamental part of

Furthermore, beca d faces unpredictable challenges like economic
shocks and reso he strategy must be both competitive and resilient.
When successfully implemented, this approach creates change on three levels:
it boosts the economy@through jobs and investment, improves how the
destination is governed, and ensures long-term ecological health by protecting
natural resources .

6. Conclusion

The results of the study showed that causal conditions—including drivers of
maritime competitiveness and locational advantage, investment capacities and
the tourism services economy, governance requirements for marine-based
economic development, and sustainability pressures and ecological risks—
influence the core phenomenon, namely the marine-based economic
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development strategy. The core phenomenon, together with contextual
conditions (the institutional-legal framework and island structure, as well as
the socio-cultural context and tourism human capital) and intervening
conditions (environmental—-structural constraints and uncertainties), affects
strategies and actions, specifically marine tourism destination-development
strategies. Subsequently, these strategies and actions lead to outcomes,
including value creation and economic dynamism outcomes, social
transformation and destination-governance outcomes, and ecological and

environmental sustainability outcomes. \
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