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Abstract
This study aims to identify ey trends, and novel
concepts related to the devel@pm market, particularly after
the pandemic. The rd8earch a qualitative, interpretive-inductive
approach based @, !te i
2014 to 2025. Keyv‘ nducted in reputable databases such

nclude sustainable and environmental tourism,
digital-smart tour h and medical tourism, cultural-religious tourism,
experiential tourism, fiche and thematic tourism, innovative community-
based tourism, and o-tourism. Important trends identified include
digitalization, increasedsattention to health, domestic tourism, bleisure
tourism, slow touris iritual tourism, and co-creation. Accordingly, the
development of Iran’s tourism market requires acceptance and adaptation to
these emerging types and trends.
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Introduction
Tourism, as a significant sector of the global economy and a broad
socio-economic phenomenon, plays a vital role in societies’ lives.
Rooted in fundamental human needs for leisure, connection with
nature, and the desire to explore new and historical cultures and places,
tourism has diversified extensively in recent decades due to
urbanization and increasing awareness of \the educational and
experiential value of travel. Various types of toutism have emerged,
some fading over time while others remain populag, with tourists
initially creating these forms and hos i sustaining
them by aligning unique tourism types wit
The diversity of tourism products is a ancing the
industry’s appeal; however, no single type can iStently attract both
domestic and international tourists. Whj
as tourism resources, not a

A\
The COVID-19 pan ic, a ost significant crisis in the history

of the tourism iR@ustry, ha

s, ideas, and concepts in tourism.
Moreove i i i ation technology, communication,

evelopment in countries including Iran.
al forecasting and systematic analysis of
future trends are essential for the integrated and desirable development
of tourism, as lack@of such foresight can cause challenges in
implementing tourism@rograms.

Consequently,

Considering the growing importance of emerging tourism types and the
complexities related to their classification and modern
conceptualizations—particularly in the context of Iran’s tourism
market—a systematic review of current research is necessary.

Research Question(s)
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The main research question addressed is how emerging tourism types
have been classified and what key trends characterize their development
within Iran’s tourism market. The objectives include identifying and
analyzing emerging tourism trends, presenting and comparing existing
classifications, extracting new concepts and theoretical frameworks
related to emerging tourism, and identifying research gaps while
proposing future directions for study. Through a systematic review and
critical synthesis of scientific literature, this study aims to offer a
comprehensive and current overview of researciyon emerging tourism,
facilitating both theoretical advancement and practigal development in
Iran’s tourism market.

Methodology
This study, grounded in an interpre
approach, aimed to identify emerging tou
concepts shaping lran’s\tourism magket. A

sis of meanings and
w offered a transparent

framework for ide ing tegorizing new tourism forms.

emerging ideas frow‘ing

Subsequently, Ml"tic analysi s'applied for data coding and the
identification of cofe th ing current developments in the
tourism : i ess followed three main stages—
collection, o i evaluation of scientific sources—with

sub-steps en
traditional data
coverage and mini
published between

dological rigor. The search integrated
semantic and Al-based searches to enhance
ize bias. Only peer-reviewed English articles
4 and 2025 were included; other types of
publications were excluded. Screening occurred in two phases: titles
and abstracts wer st reviewed to eliminate irrelevant records,
followed by full-text evaluation for quality and relevance. This
structured method enabled the synthesis and critical assessment of
literature, establishing a strong basis for recognizing emerging trends
and theoretical advancements in Iranian tourism.

Results and discussion
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The study used thematic analysis applied in MAXQDA 2020 on 53
diverse sources (qualitative, quantitative, bibliometric), generating 436
open codes that identify emerging trends and new tourism types
dominating the market. This multiperspective approach increased result
validity and reliability by balancing source representation and enabling
cross-validation of findings. Key trends included sustainable tourism
(most frequent with 20 studies), environmental preservation,
ecotourism, and digital transformation of tourism markets marked by
virtual, electronic, and smart tourism. Healtiycriteria and product
diversification also gained prominence, introducifg,novel forms like

and walking. The shift to domestic by recent
pandemics and geopolitical factors. Food ation, rural
and sports tourism remain influential tr rism toward

community-centric and experiential models. Spii ducational, and
research-motivated traveNis on the rige integrated work-
leisure travel styles. Rural tougi with local investment

engagement. The ana‘a ur categorized emergent tourism types

into thematic groups Slch as sustainagle and responsible tourism, health
and medical % eligious tourism, experience-
oriented tecreation i media tourism, niche and thematic

theorizing and marképdevelopment, especially in Iran.

Conclusion
This study, examinifig emerging global tourism trends and aligning
them with Iran's capacities, highlights that the development of Iran's
tourism market should focus on several key areas: sustainable and
responsible tourism, health and medical tourism, cultural and religious
tourism, digital and media tourism, along with diverse experiential and
thematic tourism types. Iran’s rich natural and cultural diversity offers
strong potential in these fields, including successful ecotourism
projects, adventure tourism, health and senior tourism, religious and
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cultural tourism, as well as food and experiential tourism. Development
priorities include improving infrastructure, adopting new technologies,
targeted marketing, and strengthened cooperation between public and
private sectors. Despite considerable opportunities, challenges remain
such as weak technological infrastructure, economic and political
constraints, climate change impacts, and poor coordination that require
effective management. Focusing on domestic tourism growth and
attracting tourists from regional markets (Russia, China, neighboring

countries) is vital to fully leverage Iran's divers&tourism potential and
achieve sustainable, diversified industry growth.
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