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1. Introduction
Tourism, as one of the most dynamic

experienced significant g hin rec C

is now considered one of th

country and accounts{er

industries, has
the point where it
conomic sectors of every
he global economy. This

industry is consideregha lead stry in many countries, growing
faster than otherd@aomic its importance in the economic
and social developent f co is so great that economists call it
an "invi e different types of tourism, rural
tourism is o ous and active forms of tourism in the

world, which cabses the ement of a large number of tourists to rural
ber 2020, UNESCO sought to identify new
support tourists and \isitors, and create jobs, properly transfer and
protect cultural heritag@ to the next generation. One of the approaches
proposed in this field i§icreative tourism.

Considering what was raised, the research question is
presented as follows: What capacities do the tourism target villages
of Khorasan Razavi have in terms of the seven areas of creativity?
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2. Literature Review

Arcos-Pumarola et al. (2023) and Guerreiro (2024) found that
crafts, food and drink, and visual arts outperform other creative
domains by up to 17%, offering cultural and economic appeal through
interactive experiences like pottery workshops and local cuisine,
enhancing community identity and prosperity. A review of databases
(2010-2025) shows rural creative tourism is underexplored. This study
addresses gaps by analyzing the spatial distribution of seven creative
fields in 16 Khorasan Razavi tourism villages using hierarchical
clustering, categorizing them into low, medium, and high-capacity
levels.

3. Methodology

activities in 6 UNESCO

researcher-made questiofinair y 190 participants (32
village experts, 158 tQttism bugi owners) using snowball sampling,
the activities 4™ariables via hierarchical cluster

4. Results

The cluster analysis of tourism target villages in Khorasan Razavi
Province is based on six creativity areas, with gastronomy/food
(average 4.48 on the Likert scale) being the most attractive, followed
by media arts (3.71), literature/art (3.46), design (3.11), music (2.64),
and handicrafts (1.86). While all villages perform well in "food and
edibles”, notable differences appear in "media and photography",
"literature/art™, and "design”. Villages like Bazed, Kariz, Riyab, and
Mazinan, with high averages, lead the high-capacity cluster, suitable as
role models for creative tourism, whereas Artakand, Zokhano, and
Yousefkhan, with low averages, need support. Other villages show
medium capacity for phased development.
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The spatial distribution of the six creative tourism capacities in
the target villages of Khorasan Razavi Province reflects the cultural and
geographical diversity of rural areas. Most rural areas of Khorasan
Razavi Province are in an average position in terms of the seven areas
of creativity. The northern regions of the province, due to the cold
climate and the concentration of livestock and horticulture livelihoods,
have limited capacity in areas such as handicrafts, music and food and
edibles. However, other areas of the province, which are marked with
yellow areas on the map above, have medium to high potential in
various areas such as handicrafts, food and edibles, music, literature and
art and design, due to their communication location, type of climate and
cultural roots.

Figure: Spatial distribution of thessix area \tudied
villages
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5. Discussion

This study evaluates the rural creative tourism capacities of
Khorasan Razavi Pre¥ince using hierarchical cluster analysis across six
UNESCO creativity domains, 17 subdomains, and 92 activities. Village
capacities vary by location, facilities, and cultural factors. High
capacities are observed in handicrafts (Abadeh, Erzneh, Bazd,
Zafaranieh, Kariz, Mazinan), food and beverages (Bozhan), music
(Erzneh, Bazd, Mazinan), literature (Mazinan, Bazd), media arts
(zafaranieh, Mazinan), and design (Riyab). Mazinan village ranks first,
excelling in handicrafts, music, literature, and media arts.
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6. Conclusion
In Khorasan Razavi Province, the UNESCO domains of
traditional food and cuisine, oral literature, and media arts show the
greatest potential for creative tourism development in the studied
villages. Creative tourism, a human-centered approach, empowers rural
areas. Significant spatial differences were observed: northern villages,
with colder climates, dispersed residences, and traditional livelihoods,
scored lower in cultural creativity and social participation due to
geographical and communication limitations, Conversely, central,
southern, and western villages, with hot and drygclimates and strong
historical-cultural backgrounds in handicrafts, rituals,and local foods,
exhibited higher creativity indicators.
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