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Abstract

This comprehensive study aims to design a model for fostering
entrepreneurial attitudes among tourism students at universities in
Yazd, Iran. The research adopts a practical approach in terms of its
objective and employs a descriptive-correlational methodology. The
study's significance lies in its exploration of the factors that shape
entrepreneurial mindsets in the context of tourism education. This
field is increasingly recognized for its potential to drive economic
growth and innovation. The research methodology involved a two-
pronged approach to data collection and analysis. Firstly, the study
utilized the Interpretive Structural Modeling (ISM) technique,
engaging 14 tourism experts through pairwise comparison
questionnaires. This phase aimed to identify and structure the key
factors influencing entrepreneurial attitudes. Secondly, to validate and
refine the model derived from the ISM process, the study employed
Structural Equation Modeling (SEM) using Smart PLS software. This
quantitative phase involved a survey of 211 tourism students from
universities in Yazd, ensuring a robust sample size for statistical
analysis. The research population was strategically divided into two
groups: tourism experts and students from Yazd province universities.
This dual approach allowed for expert insights and student
perspectives to be incorporated into the model development process.
Questionnaires as the primary data collection tool ensured
standardized and comparable responses across both groups. Key
findings from the study reveal several significant relationships within
the proposed model of entrepreneurial attitude formation: Market
Opportunity, Favorable Business Environment, Creativity, and
Innovation.
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Introduction

Entrepreneurship is a multidimensional and interdisciplinary concept
encompassing various sciences and is recognized as a complex
socioeconomic phenomenon. It leads to positive outcomes for
organizations and society, particularly in the tourism industry, where
it is considered one of the most potent economic strategies. Tourism
entrepreneurship is an emerging field attracting researchers' attention,
with tourism students playing a crucial role. Given the need for further
investigation into the entrepreneurial attitudes of tourism students, this
research aims to design a model for entrepreneurial attitudes by
identifying influential factors and their relationships among tourism
students in Yazd province universities. The study employs
Interpretive Structural Modeling and Structural Equation Modeling
approaches to address research questions concerning influential
factors, their relationships, the communication model, and the fit of
the conceptual model. This research seeks to contribute to
understanding entrepreneurial attitudes in the context of tourism
education and its potential impact on the industry.

Research Questions

1. What factors influence entrepreneurial attitudes in Yazd
Universitys’ tourism students?

2. What is the relationship between the factors affecting
entrepreneurial attitudes in tourism students of Yazd universities?

3. What is the communication model for creating entrepreneurial
attitudes in tourism students of Yazd universities?

4. How is the fit of the conceptual model of entrepreneurial attitude in
tourism students of Yazd universities?
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Literature Review

Tourism entrepreneurship, characterized by creativity, innovation,
idea generation, risk-taking, and active engagement in the tourism
environment, has emerged as a multifaceted research topic combining
various themes (Ratten, 2020). It involves entrepreneurs creating and
developing tourism-based businesses to generate new opportunities
(Thirumalesh Madanaguli et al., 2021). Entrepreneurship education is
crucial for fostering an entrepreneurial mindset in youth, with an
increasing number of curricula and programs dedicated to
entrepreneurship across educational levels and fields (Ndou, Mele, &
Del Vecchio, 2019). Attitude-based models provide insights into how
potential entrepreneurs’ attitudes originate and what factors stimulate
entrepreneurship. These models offer a theoretical and process-
oriented approach to analyzing entrepreneurial behavior directly,
providing an understanding of decision-making processes before
exploring practical opportunities (Esfandiar et al., 2019). The
entrepreneurial attitude model in the public sector comprises eight
components across four levels, with government support and
infrastructure having the most significant impact on determining
entrepreneurial attitudes (Zangi et al., 2022). Additionally, the
collaborative entrepreneurship model in tourism includes antecedents,
characteristics, and outcomes, encompassing various components
such as social capital, intellectual capital, political capital, relational
capital, discourse, consensus, coordination, participation, and
collaboration (Modoodi Arkhudi et al., 2023).

Methodology

This study adopts a positivist philosophy and is cross-sectional,
conducted over six months in the latter half of 2023. It is applied
research using correlational and survey strategies. Data collection was
done through questionnaires. The study's use of ISM and SEM
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methodologies adds robustness to its findings. The ISM approach
allowed for a structured understanding of the relationships between
various factors, while the SEM analysis statistically validated these
relationships. This mixed-method approach enhances the reliability
and applicability of the research findings.

The research process involved

1. Identifying factors influencing entrepreneurial attitudes in tourism
through literature review.

2. Develop and distribute a pairwise comparison questionnaire based
on Interpretive Structural Modeling (ISM) among tourism industry
experts.

3. Proposing a model of entrepreneurial attitudes in tourism using
ISM.

4. Design a questionnaire based on identified factors and distribute it
among tourism students in Yazd universities.

5. Analyzing the model fit using Structural Equation Modeling (SEM)
with Smart PLS software.

Results

Based on a comprehensive literature review, this study identified nine
key factors influencing entrepreneurial attitudes among tourism
students: market opportunity, government support, entrepreneurial
culture, entrepreneurial spirit, collaboration and networking,
creativity and innovation power, favorable business environment,
experience and knowledge, and management and organizational
ability. The relationships between these factors were examined using
a model, revealing several positive and significant connections. The
research found that experience and knowledge positively impact
creativity and innovation power, while management and
organizational ability influence experience and knowledge,
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entrepreneurial spirit, collaboration, and networking. Government
support positively affected experience, knowledge, entrepreneurial
spirit, collaboration, and networking. The study also highlighted the
importance of entrepreneurial spirit in fostering creativity. Market
opportunities were shown to influence the business environment,
while entrepreneurial culture positively affects experience and
knowledge, entrepreneurial spirit, and collaboration and networking.
A favorable business environment impacted management
organizational ability, government support, and entrepreneurial
culture. Lastly, collaboration and networking were observed to
enhance creativity and innovation. These findings are supported by
various studies in the literature, demonstrating the complex interplay
of factors that contribute to the development of entrepreneurial
attitudes in tourism students. The results underscore the importance of
a holistic approach to fostering entrepreneurship in the tourism sector,
considering individual and environmental factors. The implications of
this research are significant for various stakeholders in the tourism
education sector. For educational institutions, the findings suggest the
importance of exposing students to real-world market opportunities
and creating a supportive environment that mimics favorable business
conditions. For policymakers, the study highlights the need for
government support in fostering entrepreneurship in the tourism
sector. For students, the research underscores the importance of
developing a range of skills and attitudes, from organizational abilities
to networking skills, to enhance their entrepreneurial potential. This
research offers a comprehensive model for understanding and
fostering entrepreneurial attitudes among tourism students. By
highlighting the interconnected nature of market opportunities,
business environment, personal capabilities, and innovative potential,
the study provides a roadmap for nurturing the next generation of
tourism entrepreneurs. As the tourism industry continues to evolve
and face new challenges, cultivating entrepreneurial mindsets among
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students becomes increasingly crucial for driving innovation and
sustainable growth.
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